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5. Therapeutical Effects of Colchicum Autumnale in Rheumatism and 
Qout. —The late Dr. Goupil, of Rennes, has left a posthumous work, in which 
he explains the experimental results which he obtained as to the action of col¬ 
chicum, in a series of observations made upon bis patients and upon himself. It 
has been generally believed that the efficacy of colchicum depends upon its pur¬ 
gative action, because the alvine evacuations often coincide with the disappear¬ 
ance of pain; but Dr. Goupil thinks that this view is founded upon a serious 
and dangerous error. He shows that when colchicum is taken in very minute 
doses, it sometimes happens that the pains cease without any evacuations hav¬ 
ing occurred; and as to the effect of purgatives administered in combination 
with colchicum, they tend to diminish its action rather than to increase it. He 
therefore advises the employment of colchicum alone, instead of the usual com¬ 
pound formulas. He considers that the real action of colchicum is that at first 
it irritates slightly the digestive passages, and afterwards produces symptoms 
which may be referred to the nervous system; it is then absorbed, circulates 
with the blood in all parts of the body, and on its return, or secondarily, it in¬ 
creases the intestinal, the urinary, and even the cutaneous secretion. If the 
drug has been taken in small and repeated doses, it may happen that the gout 
ceases without any evacuation by the bowels, but after a more or less abundant 
evacuation of urine or perspiration. As for the bad effects which are attribu¬ 
ted to colchicum, such as metastasis of the disease, intestinal ulcerations, and 
death, Dr. Goupil thinks that some of the consequences are due to the medicines 
with which colchicum is often associated, and that when the drug is used care¬ 
fully, and not given for too long a time, no unpleasant results are to be feared.— 
B. and F. Med.-Chir. Rev., Jan. 1862, from Archives Gin. de Mid., July, 1861. 

6. Therapeutic Employment of Olihanum. — Dr. Delioux, of Toulon, thinks 
that olibanum has fallen into unmerited disuse, and that its employment would 
render great service to medicine. It belongs to the class of balsamic drugs, 
the most interesting therapeutical properties of which are that they modify 
certain pathological conditions of the mucous membranes, and that they mode¬ 
rate or dry up the vitiated secretions which those surfaces often pour out. 
The well-known effects produced by the balsams of Toln and Peru, benzoin 
and tar. induced Dr. Delioux to inquire whether similar results might not 
follow the use of olibanum. He ascertained that the latter substance was equally 
efficacious with the other balsamic medicines, but that it was more applicable to 
hospital practice than the Tolu and Peru balsams, by its greater cheapness, and 
superior to tar by its being more agreeable to the stomach. He employs oli¬ 
banum in the form of pills containing one gramme (about fifteen grains) as a 
medium dose, but it may be raised to four or even to eight grammes. He has also 
prescribed it as an emulsion, but this form has a pungent and aromatic taste 
which is displeasing to some palates. In the form of vapour, it has produced 
favourable results as a fumigating agent; sometimes incorporated as a powder 
with other substances, such as belladonna or stramonium, in cigarettes ; some¬ 
times thrown on an ignited body, in order that the odorous fumes may be 
inhaled by the patients. These fumigations were found serviceable in cases of 
bronchitis and chronic laryngitis, modifying or suppressing morbid secretions, 
and alleviating cough and pain.— Bull. Gin. de Thirap., Feb. 28, 1861. 

7. Podophyllin as a Cholagogue. — Dr. Ramskili. has tried this remedy 
largely. He says that it is the most powerful cholagogue known, and is infi¬ 
nitely superior to any in the Pharmacopoeia, more active and more certain. 
Granted there be any healthy liver structure remaining, it is certain to produce 
copious excretion of bile. It is a cathartic as well as a cholagogue, but its 
latter effect frequently precedes the former, as proved by occasional regurgita¬ 
tion into the stomach and vomiting of bile before its cathartic, action has com¬ 
menced. First, as to its mode of administration, he has, he states, never given 
more than half grain doses, and after numberless combinations, he finds the 
following most efficacious and kindliest in action. For quick and aperient 
action, half a grain of podophyllin combined with an equal quantity of extract 
of Indian hemp, repeated every six or eight hours. Occasionally this dose 
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causes griping. A combination he more frequently uses consists of one-quarter 
of a grain of each with two or three grains of dried carbonate of soda. The 
podophyllin saponifies with an alkali, and is rendered very much more mild in 
its action. To give illustrative cases—where the arrested secretion of bile, or 
congested or sluggish liver, is a drawback to the progress of cure. In chronic 
dysentery, phthisis, cardiac disease, as well as in liver diseases proper, its good 
effects are equally manifest. Given with sedatives in small doses, it acts not 
only on the liver, but on the salivary glands, producing, like mercury, a copious 
flow of saliva, though unattended with the characteristic mercurial affection of 
the gums.— Med. Times and Oar.., Jan. 4, 1862. 

8. Iodide of Potassium. —This salt is one of the remedies which has of late 
steadily increased in general favour. This may, perhaps, to some extent be ex¬ 
plained by the fact to which we have frequently adverted, that recent researches 
have proved many hitherto obscure affections to be really due to remote syphi¬ 
litic taint. Although very valuable in some forms of rheumatism, and in pro¬ 
curing the absorption of inflammatory products generally, yet it is against the 
tertiary forms of syphilis that this salt best shows its specific power. Of late 
years the customary dose has much increased, and eight to ten grains is now 
with many of our Hospital Surgeons an ordinary prescription. Considering the 
enormous quantities which are prescribed both in Hospital and private practice 
and the rarity of any observable ill effects, it is quite clear that for the most 
part it exerts no evil influence. Wasting of the breasts and testes, the bugbears 
of former times, are now never heard of, and anything like iodism is certainly 
exceptional. The addition of ammonia to all mixtures containing the iodide of 
potassium is now a very common practice. We mentioned it some years ago as 
having been strongly recommended, amongst others, by Dr. Gull at Guy’s and 
by Mr. Paget at St. Bartholomew’s. Mr. Paget used to remark that he con¬ 
sidered five grains of the iodide with half a drachm of sal volatile equal to ten 
grains of the iodide alone. With some Surgeons, and especially in the treat¬ 
ment of syphilitic diseases of the nerves or brain, the addition of tincture of nux 
vomica is frequently made.— Med. Times and Gar.., Jan. 4, 1862. 

9. New Method of Administering Chloroform.— Professor Simpson stated 
to the Edinburgh Obstetric Society (Nov. 14, 1862), that for some time past he 
had used chloroform in a manner somewhat different from that in which he was 
formerly in the habit of administering, and recommending it to be administered; 
and he believed that by the new method the patient was more rapidly anesthe¬ 
tized, and at the same time a great saving was effected in the quantity of the 
drug employed. The difference in the two modes of administration consisted in 
this, that according to the old plan the fluid was poured upon a cloth folded into 
several layers, and the hand of the administrator had to be kept between the 
cloth and the patient’s face, in order to insure the due access and admixture of 
air; while, in following out the new method, one single layer of a towel or hand¬ 
kerchief was laid over the patient’s nose and mouth, taking care not to cover 
the eyes, and on this single fold the chloroform was poured, drop by drop, until 
complete anaesthesia was induced. There was little or none of the drug lost by 
evaporation when it was administered in this manner, for the patient inhaled it 
at the moment when it was poured on the cloth, and inhaled it mixed with a 
sufficient quantity of air. which was easily inspired through a single layer of 
any ordinary napkin. Dr. Moir had been long in the habit of administering 
chloroform in this way upon a handkerchief thrown over the patient’s face. 
He (Professor Simpson) believed it would add to the safety with which the 
drug might be employed, to administer it in the manner he had described. He 
had often feared lest the lives of patients should be sacrificed by the careless 
manner in which, in particular, students and young practitioners sometimes 
applied the damp folded cloth over the patient’s face, without admitting a 
sufficient supply of air; and he had no doubt that many of the deaths attribu¬ 
ted to chloroform were due only to the improper administration of it, and were, 
consequently, no more chargeable on the drug itself, than were the many deaths 
resulting from accidental overdoses of opium, etc. But the dangers from care- 



